
Soil Sampling  

With winter wheat harvest in full swing and spring wheat harvest on the 

horizon, it’s never to early to start thinking about next year. Weather has 

been the ULTIMATE game changer this year, so checking to see what 

health your soil is in will give you the information you need to make de-

cisions down the road. Early sampling can give an ideal reading of what 

you can plan on for nutrient carry over coming into the winter wheat 

planting season. With tight margins; soil sampling is a cheap, simple so-

lution to help estimate what you can plan on spending in fertility dollars 

coming into planting season.  

There are a couple soil sampling methods available: Grid sampling – 

Breaking up a field into equally divided grids and taking a composite 

sample from every grid; results are assembled using statistical analysis 

to exemplify the low- and high-testing areas of the field. The second is 

Zone sampling – Dividing a field into zones by grouping similar values 

(such as similar yield numbers, soil types or infrareds) to accurately por-

tray the field’s natural variation; a composite sample is taken within each 

zone and compared to other zones within the field.   

We can help you decide which would be the best option for your specific 

needs. Also ask us about Agellum and how we can bring all this infor-

mation together to help make better economic and agronomic decisions 

for your operation. Contact your local Midwest Cooperative Agronomist 

with questions regarding the sampling solutions that we can bring to 

your operation today!  

 

- Ben Minihan, CHS Midwest Cooperative Agronomist 

 

 

The information provided above is written as a suggestion or observation as to what has been seen as successful; it is not 

guaranteed to work with each individual's setup or operation.  Any rates, products, or service recommendations are pro-

vided as a general suggestion and should be discussed with your agronomy, energy, or grain marketing expert before use 

to ensure it fits your specific needs, geographic location, and operation.     
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Pierre: 605-224-5935 

Onida: 605-258-2687 

Philip: 605-859-2501 

Draper: 605-669-2601 

Blunt: 605-962-6331 

Highmore: 605-852-2267 

Kadoka: 605-837-2235 
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