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YIELDPOINT

MAXIMIZE YOUR INPUT DOLLARS

At the time of this writing, spring planting and product application is in full
swing by growers and custom applicators. Again this year the YieldPoint Spe-
cialists at CHS Midwest Cooperative are creating recommendations and writing
Variable Rate scripts for use in equipment to variable rate apply products on
grower fields to help raise their return on investment on each dollar spent in a
low priced commodity environment. When growers are using these “Scripts”
in their equipment, keep the following simple VR facts in mind to help make
your application experience more successful.

“Look Ahead” or “Rate Change Look Ahead” Is needed on ALL variable
rate applications regardless of monitor type.

This step is one of the most important setups an applicator should do when VR
applying. It is also one of the most over looked or forgotten. Most Look
Ahead values in the 0.75 to 1.25 second range. This value can vary for each
machine, start with 1.0 second and review results for change. The Look Ahead
value compensates for any latency in the control system and is designed to pro-
vide control values additional time to full adjust and achieve its new rate when
transitioning between flow rates during the variable rate application.

“Default Rate or Rate Outside of Field”

Most monitors will have available or ask for a “Default” rate to use in the case
of planting outside of the provided field border or a momentary loss of “GPS”
signal. We generally use a field average of the field we are working in. Great
to have if planting a wet area that wasn’t used in the original script. The excep-
tion is growers with Greenstar2 or Greenstar3, with those we are able to set the
Default rate when writing the VR script instead of manually entering it, but it is
good to check for it later to be sure.

“VR File Type”

Most common VR file types are Shape Files. Most monitors will accept a com-
mon shape file and internally convert it to what ever it needs to use. JD moni-
tors are the exception here. We write directly to the unique file of JD for their
use. “Simple is More” is a good rule when creating a RX shape file for appli-
cation. Keep the number of polygon small and general resolution to half the
swath width of the equipment being used. 8-10 meters works well in most cas-
es.

“Documentation for “As Applied Maps”

Make sure some form of “Documentation” is on when applying. This creates a
“Product Applied Map” to review and document the application. In JD moni-
tors, check the “Documentation” box in the “setup” area to record resources
used and record the VR application.

Just a few quick common important steps to check on when you are applying
by VR. Contact myself or your Agronomy Sales Representative if you have
any questions. We are here to help! With the late spring rush, make sure take
time to be SAFE and not Sorry! Have a safe and productive year!!

Joel Loseke, CHS Midwest Cooperative YieldPoint Specialist
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The information provided above is written as a suggestion or observation as to what has been seen as successful; it is not
guaranteed to work with each individual's setup or operation. Any rates, products, or service recommendations are pro-
vided as a general suggestion and should be discussed with your agronomy, energy, or grain marketing expert before use
to ensure it fits your specific needs, geographic location, and operation.
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